panies be not anything else than mere unmeaning vociferation, then there must in every assembly of our countrymen be the warmest interest attaching to the service of that department on whose fidelity and skill depend the health of our sailors, and, consequently, the efficiency of our navy. (Applause.) But when, in addition to the voice of our common country, we have the bond of a professional brotherhood, then it is that it becomes doubly satisfactory that we are able to welcome so goodly an assemblage of the medical officers of the navy as we have here to-night. (Cheers.) Gentlemen, we welcome them here, at least a great porportion of them, as licentiates of the body over which I have the honour to preside. We welcome a great number of them as fellow-students and as friends, and not a few of them as pupils. We welcome all of them as members of that profession to which it is our pride and honour to belong. (Cheers.) But 
